
P
L

A
T

E
-S

IG
Z

O
N

E
:Q

L
I,1S

T
A

R
,38,C

,Q
L

I,6,19:
#

#
#

#
P

L
A

T
E

-E
V

E
N

#
#

#
#

C
Y

A
N

M
A

G
EN

TA
Y

ELLO
W

Q
LI,1STA

R
,38,6,19 - M

o
n

 Jan
 25 17.31.48

Sectio
n

-Lo
w

: Q
LI-6

B
LA

C
K

W
e demand that Gov. Paterson,
Assembly Speaker Sheldon
Silver and state Senate Presi-
dent Malcolm Smith choose a

vendor to install and operate video lot-
tery terminals (VLTs) at Aqueduct race
track, the jewel in our neighborhood.

The extended deadline of Jan. 8, set by
the governor himself, has passed.
Present economic and fiscal circumstanc-
es, so eloquently and frequently cited by
the governor, cry out for action. State
Controller Thomas DiNapoli has con-
firmed that “New York’s state cash flow
is at historically low levels.” The eco-
nomic revitalization of our local economy
needs a jump-start, and Aqueduct can
provide that impetus. This process has
dragged on far too long
without a decision.

We are throwing away
$1 million a day in lost
revenues for New York
State. That’s $365 million
alone last year. Procras-
tination is indeed the
thief of time and, in this
case, vitally needed cash
for the state.

Moreover, despite not
selecting a bidder thus far, the governor
has already added the $200 million up-
front payment against this year’s budget
deficit, and we now run the risk of losing
that sum for this fiscal year. How can we
spend what we do not have?

Meanwhile, we are suspending pay-
ments to hospitals and schools, closing
hospitals, raising taxes and cutting ser-
vices, staring at a $3.2 billion budget gap
and crying doomsday, but we are not ex-

ercising prudent fiscal responsibility. This
failure to act constitutes governmental
malpractice and reinforces the reason
why the clarion calls to purge the
Augean stables of Albany have reached
deafening volumes.

Thousands of jobs — both short-term,
construction-related and long-term posi-
tions within the facility — should already

have been created during
the course of this past
year during an extremely
difficult economic cli-
mate. With unemploy-
ment at 10%, new jobs
will help stave off the
rising tide of home fore-
closures and will allevi-
ate the economic burden
on working families who
live here.

The New York Racing Association,
which controls horse racing at Aqueduct,
Belmont Park and Saratoga Race Course,
has complained that it is running out of
cash and would be forced to cancel the
Belmont Stakes in June if it does not re-
ceive funds from the state. NYRA is set
to receive a portion of funds from the
lottery terminals once the machines are
up and running.

Ongoing decisions taken must include

consultation with Community Board 10
and the more than 130,000 residents who
are most impacted in our area of Ozone
Park, South Ozone Park, Richmond Hill
South and Howard Beach. Contract arbi-
tration with any union organizing racino
workers and other workers’ rights must
be observed.

O
ur community is ready to move
forward and accept the most qual-
ified of the four bidders in conten-
tion for the contract — Aqueduct

Entertainment Group, the Peebles Corp.,
SL Green and Penn National Gaming.
Consideration should be given to those
that have established close ties to our
community and have a track record of
hiring local workers and contractors.

In this economic morass, residents
need both help and hope. Having a desti-
nation point with meeting and entertain-
ment venues, restaurants, retail shops
and other recreational facilities would go
a long way toward fulfilling those needs
while generating jobs and revenue.

While our leaders languish in the wil-
derness of indecision concerning the in-
stallation of video lottery terminals at
Aqueduct, eight other race tracks across
New York State have installed them, in-
vigorating their local economies by creat-
ing thousands of jobs and delivering mil-
lions of dollars into New York State cof-
fers.

Time to act, Albany! It is the right
thing to do!

Albert Baldeo is a community advocate
and a former state Senate candidate
from southern Queens.

Time for gov to pick a horse
in Aqueduct video lottery raceSharing your talents

An NYPD unit could nab Osama
Why not put all the NYPD officers,
detectives, sergeants, lieutenants,
etc., who are serving in Afghanistan
into one unit, working together?

Then, we can write about Osama
Bin Laden: captured, case closed.

Martin Kennedy

Why new voting machines?
My mother works for the Board of
Elections and was informed that she
would have to attend a seminar re-
garding the use of new voting ma-
chines.

I am outraged that we were not
told about these machines. The ma-
chines we used were old but, as long
as I have been voting, there has been
no controversy regarding voting ac-
curacy.

In this time of fiscal need, I don’t
see the purpose of changing these
machines. We have overextended
ourselves too much in recent years
to fix something that doesn’t need
fixing.

Where is responsible representa-
tion? The people need to have a say
on their most precious American
right — the right to vote.

Richard Belner

FDNY’s actions speak the loudest
A judge says the city Fire Depart-
ment is racist, but as usual offers no
proof.

All I know is that for the 23 years I
worked on the FDNY, I saw incredible
acts of selflessness committed daily
by white firefighters who constantly
put themselves at risk to help people
of all colors and nationalities 24
hours a day, seven days a week, with
barely a word of thanks from local
politicians and even from some of
the people they helped.

All they knew was that when they
called us, we would be there in a
couple of minutes, ready for any-
thing.

If you want the job, take the re-
worked and simplistic written test
that 10-year-olds can now pass.

William Collins

 FUTURE LEADERS AT WORK 

City Councilman Jim Gennaro (D-Fresh Meadows) swears in new members of Public School 173’s
Student Council this month during an assembly at the school.

We are throwing
away $1 million a

day in lost revenues
for New York State.

Albert Baldeo
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Say you have a leaky faucet. Minor
job. But it turns out to be sort of a
fancy faucet. You could probably do
it if you had the right tools.

Your friend Joe could help you
out, but he moved. It’s ridiculous to
hire a plumber to replace a stupid
washer. If only you knew somebody
else like Joe.

Well, the city has come up with a
program to help you find a replace-
ment for Joe when you need a little
help with something. You offer your
own services in exchange.

It’s called a Time Bank, and it
pools the time, talents and skills of
its members. You sign up, specify-
ing what you have to offer, and the
city puts you on a list. When you do
something for another member, you
earn a time dollar, which you can
redeem for the time, talents and
skills of yet another member who
has put what you need on the list.

Typical offerings are language
lessons or translating, computer
skills, cooking, light housekeeping,
errands, music lessons and minor
repairs, but the possibilities are
endless.

If you are interested in joining,
you can get details at
www.nyc.gov/service. The actual ex-
changes are expected to begin in
the spring.

E-MAILyour digital snaps to us at QueensNews@nydailynews.com with “Pictures to the Editor” in
the subject field. Make sure the files are at least 300 dpi resolution and no larger than 6-inches-by-4-inches.
Tell us who is in the picture and when it was taken, and include your telephone number.

Submit your letters by E-mail, with “VOICE” in the subject fi eld to QueensNews@nydailynews.com, or send fax to 
(212) 643-7831, or mail them to Voice of the People, Queens News, 450 West 33rd Street, 3rd fl oor, New York, NY 
10001. Please include full name, address and daytime phone number. The Daily News  reserves the right to edit letters. VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

6 Tuesday, January 26,2010  DAILY NEWSNYDailyNews.com
 

Q
LI

Former Beach Channel hoops standout
endures hard times, returns as assistant

‘I’ve been through a lot’

Victor Alvarez spent much of high school shuffling between homeless
shelters, but 25-year-old is now thriving as assistant basketball coach at
Beach Channel HS. Photos by Bryan Pace

WEEK IN PREVIEW

BY MARK LELINWALLA

B
EACH CHANNEL’S basket-
ball players were all keep-
ing straight faces while
snapping a team picture

last week. But all it took was one
player’s muttered joke to have
the entire gym reverberating
with laughter.

Nobody flashed a toothier grin
than Victor Alvarez, the team’s
voluntary assistant coach and a
2003 Beach Channel alum.

Just a few years back, one
would have been hard-pressed
to catch Alvarez beaming, be-
cause his personal experiences
while attending Beach Channel
were no laughing matter.

Alvarez’s family survived a
drug raid and spent three years
going in and out of homeless
shelters in Brooklyn and the
Bronx, all while he attended
Beach Channel and played for its
basketball team.

“I look back,” said Alvarez,
now 25, “and I know I’ve been
through a lot.”

Alvarez’s life took a dramatic
turn during his sophomore year
— or “the morning of Sept. 15,
2000,” as he recollects without
hesitation.

At the time, he was one of
seven living in a two-bedroom
housing apartment in Rockaway
Park. He shared the space with
his parents, two older brothers,
his brother’s girlfriend and child.

It was 6:30 a.m. and Alvarez,
who was then 15 years old, fig-
ured he had 30 more minutes to
sleep that morning before get-
ting ready for school. But he’d
only sleep 15 more minutes be-
fore getting thescare of his life.

“At 6:45 a.m. I heard a loud
noise at the door — boom,
boom!” Alvarez said. “The door
was being kicked in. About 10
police officers with flashlights
and guns came busting in. My
mom was using the bathroom,
and they pulled her off the toilet
seat. They put everybody in
handcuffs and searched the

house. They wrecked the house
looking for drugs.”

Alvarez said the officers found
five bags of marijuana and a
gun, all belonging to his oldest
brother. Police placed his broth-
ers and his parents under arrest.

Alvarez’s parents wound up
spending the weekend in jail.
When they were released, they
were notified that they were be-
ing evicted from their apartment
because of the raid.

The family had until the end of
February to move out. With Alva-
rez’s father struggling to bring in
enough income and his mother
unemployed at the time, the
family wound up moving to a
homeless shelter.

The city’s Emergency Assis-
tance Unit homeless service
placed Alvarez’s family in the
Grand Concourse section of the
Bronx on Feb. 21, 2001. His older
brothers each sought out differ-
ent shelters, leaving Alvarez and
his parents on their own.

“The shelter had no hot water,
roaches were running around . . .
it was just bad,” he said.

His family endured those con-
ditions for two weeks. Each day,
Alvarez wound up being late for
classes at Beach Channel, but
nobody realized what he was go-
ing through.

“We didn’t even know what
was going on at the time,” Dol-
phins coach Jim Malone said.

In early March, Alvarez and
his parents transferred to a shel-
ter in Fort Greene, Brooklyn.
They spent one month there be-
fore moving to the next shelter
in Crown Heights, where they re-
mained until he graduated from
Beach Channel.

“The living conditions there
weren’t great,” Alvarez said of
the Crown Heights shelter. “They
had a lot of mice. I remember
going to sleep setting mouse-
traps. Every morning I would
catch one.”

Despite the constant move-
ment, Alvarez managed to thrive
on the court. As a senior in 2003,

he helped the Dolphins to a 22-3
record and was described by
Malone as a “strong” individual.

The summer after he graduat-
ed, Alvarez and his family were
notified that they need to leave
the shelter system.

“My mom had the choice of
the Baisley Park projects in Ja-
maica or Redfern Housing in Far
Rock and ironically we came
back to Rockaways,” said Alva-
rez, who still resides with his
parents in Redfern.

Things have improved since
then, Alvarez says. After gradu-
ating from Beach Channel, Alva-
rez earned admission to SUNY-
New Paltz and joined the
school’s basketball team. He
says he used a financial aid/loan
package to pay for school and
also took on a variety of jobs
while in college.

“Everything from driving a dol-
lar van, being a baker, working
in a shoe store, a gym,” he said.
“They had a program where if
you’d paint dorms, you’d get to
stay during the summers for
free, so I did that. I loved it.”

Finally, Alvarez had consisten-
cy. Meanwhile, the rest of his
family also gained job stability.
His parents saw their job situa-

tions steady, and one of his
brothers got a job working air-
port security. Only his elder
brother continued to battle prob-
lems; Alvarez says he is current-
ly incarcerated.

“I write him and offer words
of encouragement,” Alvarez said.

Alvarez graduated from New
Paltz in 2008 with a Bachelor’s
degree in sociology and minor in
human services. That October,
heaccepted an offer with the
Footprints Recruiting teachers
placement agency to teach En-
glish in South Korea. The agency
paid for his airfare and housing,
giving him an additional salary
of $2,300 per month. He taught
class for a year, before returning
home last October.

“I’m miserable being home be-
cause I miss being out there so
much,” he said. “I hope I get a
chance to move back.”

Meanwhile, Alvarez is happy
to be volunteering at Beach
Channel. He joined Malone an
assistant in October, wanting to
use his experience to help kids
on and off the court.

Added Alvarez: “I use myself
as an example to the kids be-
cause I know I been through a
lot.”

COMING UP
THIS WEEK

CRICKET
N.Y. Indoor Cricket Club
Sunday, 11 a.m.

The New York Indoor Crick-
et Club invites all cricketers
to Brooklyn to check out a
practical demonstration for
Blind Cricket, a version of
the popular game that is
meant for blind and partial-
ly sighted players. Cricket
for Change has developed
Blind Cricket in many areas
around the world, including
India, Australia, England
and New Zealand and is
now bringing the game to
338 East 88th St., Brooklyn,
in this free event that is
open to the public.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Francis Lewis vs. Bryant

Monday, 4:30 p.m.

Francis Lewis has won
eight of its last nine league
games, running its record
to 13-2 in the PSAL’s
Queens ‘A’ West division.
Bryant, meanwhile, is just
6-9 in the division, and the
Owls fell to the Patriots,
55-34, in an early-season
meeting. Still, Francis Lewis
must be wary of Bryant.
The Owls are coming off
their most dominant effort
of the season, a 76-55 win
over Lane. The Pats, on the
other hand, haven’t looked
particular impressive this
month, falling to Springfield
Gardens, 49-33, on Jan. 15
and barely beating New-
town, 41-36, five days later.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Flushing
vs. American Studies

Monday, 4:30 p.m.

The Flushing Red Devils
opened the season with
back-to-back wins, but
they’ve managed just four
victories since then, falling
to 6-8 in the PSAL’s Queens
‘B’ West division. Still, the
team can finish with a .500
record — and earn entry
into the PSAL ‘B’ playoffs —
if it can win three of its
final four league games.
The greatest test in that
quest will come on Mon-
day, when the Red Devils
play host to 11-3 American
Studies. The Lady Eagles
have captured the division
title in two of the past
three seasons, and they’ve
won their last three games.
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