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COMMENTARY

BY ALBERT BALDEO

The Confluence of Great Minds

How Dr Martin Luther King Jr and Mahatma
Gandhi Inspire us to Public Service

     When we celebrate Dr Martin
Luther King's Day, it reminds us of
the universality of the message of love,
peace, brotherhood and the principles
of truth and justice.

In a letter from Bir-
mingham City Jail, April
1963, Dr King wrote, "In-
justice anywhere is a threat
to justice everywhere. We
are caught in an inescap-
able network of mutuality,
tied in a single garment of
destiny. Whatever affects
one directly affects all in-
directly."

Dr King was strongly
influenced by Gandhi's
thoughts on nonviolence.
Globalization of thought
has existed from time im-
memorial. In March, 1936,
Mahatma Gandhi wrote, "I
have nothing new to teach
the world. Truth and non-
violence are as old as the
hills. All I have done is to
try experiments in both on

as vast a scale as I
could."

New York is a mi-
crocosm of America.
Our portals are
graced by the entry of
many different
people, whose blood,
sweat and tears,
oftentimes unre-
quited, provide the
foundations for
growth. Its strength
is its diversity, in
excelsis. The hero
who opened that door
widest is Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

Yes, it was Dr.
King who not only brought
together the African-
American community, but
also welcomed people

from around the world,
from all races and walks
of life, to follow his dream
and work for equality and
justice. The celebration of
his life is a timely reminder
of the ideals for which he

stood. Not for a day, but
for the rest of our lives, if
we are to truly and collec-
tively live the American

dream!
To live the dreams and

hopes of both Dr Martin
Luther King and Mahatma
Gandhi, our community
must unite for a common
cause, and unite and par-

ticipate in meaningful po-
litical pursuits. Our com-
munity must see this day
as an all-inclusive Ameri-

can holiday, the most piv-
otal in our history, one for
all of us.

One of the pillars of
Mahatma Gandhi's teach-
ings was to attain freedom
and build unity by integrat-

ing the principles of
Truth and using
peaceful methods to
advocate self-reli-
ance and self-suffi-
ciency. Our efforts
to gain political in-
clusion have initiated
the integration effort.
Our efforts here will
continue the process
of assisting our fel-
low human beings,
our brothers and sis-
ters. We must
demystify archaic
traditions of caste,
class and conscious-
ness, and help our
neighbors to see us

as just another person
passing this way but once,
and if we stop to help a
brother or sister, it must be

seen as just that-humanity.
But we are yet to real-

ize our own collective po-
tential. When we build
bridges of understanding
with our neighbors, we
need to address our inter-
nal community issues. We
must applaud and promote
service to our brothers and
sisters, not detract from
them. Service costs money
and time, which is a sacri-
fice. We need to develop
our civic consciousness,
overcome our petty preju-
dices and narrow
mindedness, and make a
difference in the fabric of
our great country.

The Civil Rights Move-
ment of Rev. King
changed the course of his-
tory in America. We must
nurture inspiration today to
understand what it means
to be part of a much more
diverse and challenging
America, where our chal-
lenges will grow daily. Just
as how communities
across America are in-
spired, daily, by King and
Gandhi's approach of in-
clusion, brotherhood,
peace and nonviolence, we
must likewise take coun-
sel. My fervent hope is that
we will understand the is-
sues and get involved to
strengthen and empower
ourselves, our neighbor-
hoods, our families and
communities before it is
too late.

Long live Rev. Martin
Luther King! Long live
Mahatma Gandhi!
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