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A wish list
By Albert Baldeo

1. Improved public safety and account-
ability- the foundation of our existence.
More needs to be aone, as the recent
underwear bomber incident confirms. Janet
Napolitano, the US Secretary of Homeland
Security of the Obama administrqtion,
must step up to the plate or resign. There
is no room for failure. We simply cannot
accept the way the administration handled
this near disaster.
2. Greater motivation and accountabil-

ity from education administrators to lift
our kids to the heights they should reach,
while making parents equal partners in our
children's education. No slashing or with-
holding of school funding.
3. Ensuring no lay offs of firefighters,

police officers, teachers, nurses or sanita-
tion workers.
4. Keeping in check the costs of city,

state and federal government, notably its
personnel expenses, thus preventing the
noose from tightening around tax payers'
necks.
5. Congressional initiative in treating

New Yorkers equitably in the proposed
health insurance legislation.
6. Abandoning the proposed MIA ervice

cuts, and saving the more than half IIJiIIion
of our students and children who 17eceive

or 2010
free or discounted Metro Cards.
7. Curbing increases in property taxes

and water rates, which have risen by 40% .
and 98% respectively.
8. Preventing any more hospital clo-

sures, but recouping the large amounts
being siphoned off due to fraud, mis-
management, and waste in our medical
bureaucracy.
9. Sate and City government solving

our budgetary and fiscal problems.
10. Addressing unemployment, afford-

able housing, homelessness, veteran's
welfare, rent increases, small businesses,
foreclosures, neighborhood parks, the
environment, green jobs sustainability,
overdevelopment, air and noise pollution,
polluted land and traffic congestion.
Reform is long overdue. The clarion

calls are deafening to purge the Augean
stables of Albany of those responsible.
The curse of government dysfunction has
placed an unfair and overwhelming burden
around the necks of working families, our
kids and our communities collectively.
We demand, and deserve, better. Enough
is enough!
Albert Baldeo
(D-Queens)
J.lYSAssembly C""tdi clan



Time to act on Aqueduct!

We demand that Governor D·avid pater-l
son choose a vendor to install and oper-
ate video lottery terminals at Aqueduct
Race Track. The deadline of January 8,
2010, set by the Governor himself, has
passed. Present economic and fiscal cir-
cumstances, so eloquently and fre-
quently cited by the Governor, cry out for
action. State Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli has confirmed that "New York's
state cash flow is at historically low lev-
els." The economic revitalization of our
local economy needs a push start, aQd
Aqueduct can provide that impetus. This
process has dragged on far too long
without a decision.

The New York Racing Association, which
controls horse racing at Aqueduct, Bel-
mont Park and Saratoga Race Course,
has complained that it is running out of

cash and would be forced to cancel the
Belmont Stakes in June if it does not re-
ceive funds from the state. NYRA is set to
receive a portion of VLT funds once the
machines are up and running.

Ongoing decisions taken must include
consultation with Community Board 10,
and the more than 130,000 residents of
our area, who live in Ozone Park, South
Ozone Park, Richmond Hill South, and
Howard Beach. Contract arbitration with
any union organizing racino workers and
other workers' rights must be observed.

Our community is ready to move forward
and accept the most qualified of the four
bidders in contention for the contract-
Aqueduct Entertainment Group, the Pee-
bles Corp., SL Green and Penn National
Gaming.

We are throwing away $1,000,000.00(One
Million dollars) a day in lost revenues for
New York State. Procrastination is in-
deed the thief of time, and in this case, vi- Time to act, Governor!
tally needed cash for the State.
Moreover, despite not selecting a bidder
thus far, the Governor has already added
the $200 million upfront payment toward
this year's budget deficit, and we now -- -------------
run the risk of losing that sum for this fis-
calyear.

Thousands of jobs, both short term con-
struction-related, and long term jobs
within the facility, could have already
been created during the course of this
past year during an extremely difficult
economic climate impacting our resi-
dents had this decision been made in a
timely manner.

Albert BaldeD
United Communities Alliance

Ozone Park


